Ruth 1:14-19 (NLT)

“And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But
Ruth clung tightly to Naomi. " “Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law has gone
back to her people and to her gods. You should do the same.”

'**But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, | will
go; wherever you live, | will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be
my God. " Wherever you die, | will die, and there | will be buried. May the LORD punish
me severely if | allow anything but death to separate us!” ®* When Naomi saw that Ruth
was determined to go with her, she said nothing more.

¥ So the two of them continued on their journey.

Message Title: “Me Too” - The Power and Perils of Connection

#1 — We are all designed for connection.

Genesis 2:18 (NLT)
*Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper
who is just right for him.”

#2- Who you connect with matters.

Jonah 1:4-15 (NLT)

*But the LORD hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that
threatened to break the ship apart. *Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors
shouted to their gods for help and threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship.

But all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold. ¢ So the captain went down
after him. “How can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get up and pray to
your god! Maybe he will pay attention to us and spare our lives.”

"Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the gods and caused the
terrible storm. When they did this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit. “Why has
this awful storm come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line
of work? What country are you from? What is your nationality?”



*Jonah answered, “l am a Hebrew, and | worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the land.”

*The sailors were terrified when they heard this, for he had already told them he was
running away from the LORD. “Oh, why did you do it?” they groaned. " And since the
storm was getting worse all the time, they asked him, “What should we do to you to

stop this storm?”

2“Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will become calm again. | know that this
terrible storm is all my fault.”

Instead, the sailors rowed even harder to get the ship to the land. But the stormy sea
was too violent for them, and they couldn’t make it. *Then they cried out to the LORD,
Jonah’s God. “O LoRD,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for this man’s sin. And don’t
hold us responsible for his death. O LORD, you have sent this storm upon him for your
own good reasons.”

*Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, and the storm
stopped at once!

Mark 4:35-41 (NLT)

% As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the
lake.” ** So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving the crowds behind
(although other boats followed). ¥ But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were
breaking into the boat, and it began to fill with water.

% Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples
woke him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?”

¥When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Silence! Be
still!’” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm. *Then he asked
them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

“The disciples were absolutely terrified. “Who is this man?” they asked each other.
“Even the wind and waves obey him!”



#3- You become like who you hang with!

Luke 19:1-10 (NLT)

Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. *There was a man there
named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become
very rich. *He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the
crowd. *So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus
was going to pass that way.

*When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by
name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! | must be a guest in your home
today.”

®Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and
joy. "But the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious
sinner,” they grumbled.

®Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to
the poor, Lord, and if | have cheated people on their taxes, | will give them back four
times as much!”

*Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown
himself to be a true son of Abraham. " For the Son of Man. came to seek and save
those who are lost.”

John 21:3-6 (NLT)
*Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing.”

“We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught nothing
all night.

*At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he
was. *He called out, “Fellows, have you caught any fish?”

“No,” they replied.

*Then he said, “Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get
some!” So they did, and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish



